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SERMON ON THE MOUNT Part 21;
Judging, Logs, Pigs and Pearls: Mt. 7:1-6

Please turn in your bibles to Matthew 7.


We are now at the point in Jesus’ sermon on the mount where we move back into His teachings on our relationships with others. We have just finished a section that dealt with our relationship with our stuff, but even there, Jesus tied it into our relationships with others as it concerned generosity. 

There was a time, decades ago when the most quoted scripture was John 3:16. But the last few decades have seen that shift. The last time I checked, the most often quoted scripture was the first part of Matthew 7:1. And even then, it is most often only partially quoted, “Do not judge.” I believe that speaks volumes in a number of ways. 

In the overall structure of the sermon, Matthew has arranged things in a certain way. We can actually link the verses we will study today with the ones we just finished. However, I really want to focus on these first six verses today, as they are often misunderstood, and as we have already seen – often misquoted, or partially quoted. Let’s look at these verses. 


Matt. 7:1 r“Judge not, that you be not judged. 2 sFor with the judgment you pronounce you will be judged, and twith the measure you use it will be measured to you. 3 Why do you see the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but udo not notice the log that is in your own eye? 4 Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when there is the log in your own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother’s eye.

Matt. 7:6   v“Do not give wdogs what is holy, and do not throw your xpearls before pigs, lest they trample them underfoot and turn to attack you.

This section can be divided into three subsections. Verses 1 and 2 are obviously linked. Verses 3-5 are obviously linked and then verse 6 stands on its own. However, they are all linked together, although at first glance, verse 6 seems out of place and standing on its own. Our job today is to mine them for their wisdom and see how/ why they are linked together. 

Jesus comes out of the gate swinging once again, as He says quite bluntly, “Judge not, that you be not judged.” That seems pretty simple. But that presents problems in and of itself. That blunt statement is then followed by another one, which gives a reason for the first. Actually, the first verse can be broken down into the command not to judge, also being followed with a reason not to do so – that is, so that you won’t be judged. That is followed by another reason or qualification – namely that with whatever measure, (key word here) it will be “measured” (there is that word again) to you. 

Taken at face value, we are not to judge anything or anyone unless we want to be judged ourselves. Personally, I don’t want to be judged, yet I know that at some point, everyone will be judged by God. So, what are we to do? Are we just to live and let live? Will that move the kingdom forward? If so, what does that say about all that Jesus has had to say about Torah? What does that say about the judgment day? What does it say about this word from John? 

John 7:24 wDo not judge by appearances, but judge with right judgment.”

 “right” 
1342. δίκαιος dikaios, dik´-ah-yos; from 1349; equitable (in character or act); by implication, innocent, holy (absolutely or relatively

“judgment” in Jn 7:24
2920. κρίσις krisis, kree´-sis; decision (subjectively or objectively, for or against); by extension, a tribunal; by implication, justice (especially, divine law)


In Matthew 7 – krino, krino, krima
2919. κρίνω krino, kree´-no; properly, to distinguish, i.e. decide (mentally or judicially);

2917. κρίμα krima, kree´-mah; from 2919; a decision (the function or the effect, for or against (“crime”)):

The vast majority of the time in the NT, when you read the word judge or judgment, you are dealing with one of these words. You can see from the numbers that they are related to each other, coming from the same root. 

Krino is a decision. We make them every day. This word is used constantly in the NT. Sometimes in the typical way we think of judgment, including how God will judge the world at some point. It is used when Paul or Peter, or any of the apostles render a judgment, such as the Gentiles not having to keep kosher. Paul used when he decided not to stop in Asia Minor on his way back to Jerusalem. It is very common. 

The question still stands. What are we to make of this? God will judge. Jesus judged. Paul is Jesus is saying here? Remember that we have to take all of what is said and not any one thing in isolation. 

Matt. 7:1 r“Judge not, that you be not judged. 2 sFor with the judgment you pronounce you will be judged, and twith the measure you use it will be measured to you. 

As I hinted at earlier, and as we have learned throughout, it will be the surrounding words and their contexts that will help us. We have gone over the Greek concerning judging and judgment. Now let’s look at the next keywords Jesus uses. He dips into the marketplace in His vocabulary and uses the term, “measures”. Certain things in Jesus’ day were bought and sold by weights and/ or measures. You would bring your product to the market and a buyer or broker would measure what you had and then pay you “x” amount per pound, let’s say. 

· How you could be cheated – explain. 


Lev. 19:35   l“You shall do no wrong in judgment, in measures of length or weight or quantity.

Deut. 25:14 You shall not have in your house two kinds of measures, a large and a small. 15 A full and fair2 weight you shall have, a full and fair measure you shall have, othat your days may be long in the land that the LORD your God is giving you.

This was a serious issue. It goes to integrity and equity.

John 7:24 wDo not judge by appearances, but judge with right judgment.”

 “right” 
1342. δίκαιος dikaios, dik´-ah-yos; from 1349; equitable (in character or act); by implication, innocent, holy (absolutely or relatively

This is why Jesus puts all this together. We have to continue on, but we should begin to see where He is going with this. You will be judged or measured by whatever standard you judge or measure. A “right” judgment” or “measure” is an equitable, or reciprocal, or fair/ honest one. We should make our decisions and judgments fairly. This is the foundation of His argument. As we have already seen. There is a time to make a judgment, but it must be done fairly. There is also a time for that judgment to have a consequence, but it usually not at the front of the program. 


John 8:3-11
3 The scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in adultery, and placing her in the midst 4 they said to him, “Teacher, this woman has been caught in the act of adultery. 5 Now din the Law, Moses commanded us eto stone such women. So what do you say?” 6 This they said fto test him, gthat they might have some charge to bring against him. Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on the ground. 7 And as they continued to ask him, he stood up and said to them, h“Let him who is without sin among you ibe the first to throw a stone at her.” 8 And once more he bent down and wrote on the ground. 9 But when they heard it, they went away one by one, beginning with the older ones, and Jesus was left alone with the woman standing before him. 10 Jesus stood up and said to her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” 11 She said, “No one, Lord.” And Jesus said, j“Neither do I condemn you; go, and from now on ksin no more.”

Jesus knew she had sinned. He says this in verse 11. But the men accusing her had most likely been with her, or possibly a prostitute themselves. This is why they all walked away when faced with what Jesus said. They couldn’t render judgment against her in an equitable manner. They were also guilty. Jesus acknowledged that she had sinned, that is a judgment. But what He didn’t do was to bring about any consequences for her sin. He made a judgment, but not the “final” judgment. This goes to what He is saying in Matthew. We will see this as we continue. 

Thus far, we have judgment, and we have equitable judgment. We can see that. That makes sense in the bigger picture. The Greek word also carries the idea of evaluation. We can see that in the other instances I mentioned such as Paul making a decision not to stop on his way to Jerusalem. When we put all this together, we can see evaluation, equity, fairness, being slow to condemn, as Jesus was with the adulterous woman. 

Now, we move into the second subsection of what Jesus was saying. 

. 3 Why do you see the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but udo not notice the log that is in your own eye? 4 Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when there is the log in your own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother’s eye.

We are back to dealing with the eye. Don’t let that escape you, as we dealt with the eye last week. Remember, it refers to generosity if it is a good eye, and stinginess or greediness if it is a bad eye. Today we will see that one eye is worse off than the other. Jesus asks, in a metaphorical sense, “Why do you see a speck, (literally in Greek) in your brother’s eye, but can’t notice the log/ beam, (literally in Greek) in your own eye? 

Remember that this is linked to what we have already seen. If we isolate verses one and two, we run into issues with other scriptures. And if we aren’t to judge anything, then how can we live a holy life or make disciples? Therefore, we need to make the linkages. We have seen the OT hyperlinks with measures. Having said that, can we see a link with what we just read? Can we see anything inequitable? Maybe a beam compared to a speck or splinter? Can you see the inequity? Can we see that this inequity refers to making a judgment? Can we then see the link between these verses and the larger point Jesus is making? There you go. That is how you study your bible. 

Let’s put it all together. We are not to judge, that is the first thing out of Jesus’ mouth. But we have already seen that judgments have to be made. We make them every day. The question then is, “If we make them, how and when do we make them?” This is what Jesus is teaching us and what He goes on to say. Look carefully at the verse again. 

4 Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when there is the log in your own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother’s eye.

Look at verse four. How can you take the speck/ splinter out of your brother’s eye when you have a log in your own eye? Remember the eye thing from last week? The good eye is generous. The bad eye is stingy. The eye with the log is obviously in bad shape. So, there is something about generosity being said here. Now, if we are to first remove the log from our own eye, what does that mean? 

Well, we are to clean up our own back yard before yelling at the neighbors about theirs. That means we have assess ourselves first. We have to run our own actions and motives through a filter before we do so with someone else. That is removing the log from our own eye. What tends to happen when we do that? The obvious answer is that we should no longer have that issue. But it goes deeper than that. If we first remove the log from our own eye, then we can more readily and more easily empathize with the person who has the speck. If I have conquered an issue – the same issue you now have, I will approach you in a different way because I understand the problem. I can empathize with you. Jesus came here and suffered as a man. He was tempted. Therefore, He can empathize with our plight. That is what is actually being spoken of here. 

If we see someone doing something, we can’t always know their motives. We tend to judge others by their actions, while we judge ourselves by our motives. That is often why we can let ourselves off the hook easier than we can others. But, if I have removed the log from my own eye, then when/ if I try to help you with your speck, then I can more readily understand you and your motive. That should make me more GENEROUS (good eye) when I speak to you. It should make me more gracious to help while also slower to bring the public condemnation. 

Does this sound familiar? 

Matt. 18:15   m“If your brother sins against you, ngo and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have ogained your brother.

By removing the log in my eye first, not only do I gain credibility, avoiding the charge of being a hypocrite, but it also makes me more gracious and less likely to bring the public condemnation that usually only makes things worse. Remember, we are talking about relationships here. I hope we are tracking here, because Jesus is not yet finished. There is one more point He wants to share. 


Matt. 7:6   v“Do not give wdogs what is holy, and do not throw your xpearls before pigs, lest they trample them underfoot and turn to attack you.

How does this link up with what we have already seen? It seems a little out of place. Well, if we think about it, it’s not. 

We have been talking about making judgments. More than that, we have been talking about removing the speck from someone else’s eye. That means we are judging and also, (if we are in the state of mind) trying to help someone who has an issue. If we first assess ourselves and run ourselves through the same filter we have run someone else’s actions, then we are more likely to act as Jesus. But, what if someone doesn’t value the same things we do? There are some people who don’t give two hoots about God or His word. What do we do then? Are we to still attempt to remove the speck from their eye, even if we do it from a point of grace? Well, let’s look again at what Jesus says. 

Matt. 7:6   v“Do not give wdogs what is holy, and do not throw your xpearls before pigs, lest they trample them underfoot and turn to attack you.

What are the references to dogs and hogs about? What are the references to “holy” and pearls about? 

Dogs were not generally domesticated in Jesus’ day – at least not largely among the Jews. They were seen as unclean. Most dogs were feral. Pigs were also not kosher – unclean. These terms were used as metaphors for Gentiles. The term “dog” could also be used of male prostitutes. You get the idea. These were metaphors for people outside of the covenant – people who did not value the Torah. After all, getting back to dogs and hogs – they don’t have the ability to value anything other than food. So, we have references to someone who doesn’t honor or value what we do. But what is it that we value? What exactly do the references to “holy” and “pearls” mean? This part isn’t that hard. 

We know what holy means in general. But there was the idea among the rabbis that something as valuable as the word of God – the Torah, wasn’t to be shared with just anyone. I know that sounds counter-intuitive. We are to share the word with everyone. But the idea was that the word was valuable. It was wisdom and not to be treated flippantly. A person should value what was being taught. 

What about pearls. Well, pearls are valued in virtually every culture. Have you ever heard of the pearl of great price? That’s biblical. Jesus used that one. Have you heard the expression, “pearls of wisdom?” You get the idea. So, if we are trying to help someone with the word, the wisdom of God; Jewish wisdom literature, that is as precious as a pearl. It is holy. 

Now, to get to the point Jesus is now making, there are times that we shouldn’t spend the time removing the speck or log from someone’s eye. Why? They won’t/ don’t value it and they will turn on you and “trample” you. It could actually be dangerous – either physically or in some other way. Remember that we are talking about relationships. More specifically, we are talking about relationships between “brothers” – family – church family. There is wisdom in not trying to remove every speck we see. Just as we don’t want someone constantly picking around in our eye. We all have specks. We all also have blind spots. There is a time to help and a time to pray. There is a time to confront someone in humility and grace, and a time to wait until a more appropriate time. But it is always the right time to assess ourselves and do some logging in our own eyes. Then we will have the experience, the understanding, the empathy and grace to really help someone. And that is when we are really doing kingdom work. This requires wisdom. As we continue next week, we will see how Jesus helps us to focus on this wisdom. 
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